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CEN delivers standard on magnetic toys 
An eagerly awaited standard on magnetic toys was delivered today by 
CEN Technical Committee (TC) 52 Safety of Toys.  

Brussels (8 April 2009) – In May 2007, CEN received a Mandate to amend the 
European Standard (EN) 71-1 on toys to include the specific risks related to 
small magnets in toys. That standard has been completed, and was published 
today. The work falls under the Directive 88/378/EEC on the safety of toys. 

The standard, EN 71-1 already specified requirements for packaging, marking, 
and labelling. The revision follows the high number of incidents and complaints 
regarding the safety of magnets in toys. The amendment (A8) contains 
requirements that are intended to address the hazards associated with ingestion 
of strong magnets (e.g. Neodymium Iron Boron type magnets), that are capable 
of causing intestinal perforation or blockage. These hazards are additional to 
those associated with small parts such as suffocation or asphyxiation. The 
requirements apply regardless of the intended age of the user. 

European Standards are a powerful instrument for strengthening market 
surveillance, and guide market forces towards greater safety, particularly where 
children are concerned. For more information contact infodesk@cen.eu. 

– END – 

ABOUT CEN  

The European Committee for Standardization (CEN) is a business facilitator in Europe, 
removing trade barriers for European industry and consumers. Its mission is to foster the 
European economy in global trading, the welfare of European citizens, and the 
environment. Through its services it provides a platform for the development of 
European Standards and other technical specifications.  

CEN’s 30 National Members work together to develop voluntary European Standards 
(ENs) in various sectors to build a European Internal Market for goods and services and 
to position Europe in the global economy. By supporting research, and helping 
disseminate innovation, standards are a powerful tool for economic growth. More than 
60.000 technical experts as well as business federations, consumer and other societal 
interest organizations are involved in the CEN network that reaches over 480 million 
people.  
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