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The second SCSC meeting for 2007 was held on 25 - 26 June in Cairns, Australia. The meeting was attended by representatives from Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States of America, and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC), representatives from ABAC and the CTI Chairperson were also in attendance.
1. Opening

Mr John Henry of the National Marine Safety Committee, Australia, and SCSC Chairperson for 2007, opened and chaired the meeting.

The SCSC Chair welcomed the new APEC Program Director, Ms Tran Bao Ngoc, Ms Karen Hitchiner, Standards Australia who would be assisting the SCSC Chair in preparing the meeting report. The SCSC Chair also welcomed the two Vice SCSC Chairs Mr Tran Van Hoc (Viet Nam) and Mr Mario Sandoval (Peru).

The SCSC Chair made an opening speech, outlining the progress that has been achieved since SCSC1 as follows: 

· a workshop on social responsibility with HRDWG; 
· workshop on market surveillance; progress on EEMRA; 
· progress on sectoral food MRA; 
· SRBs capacity building strategy paper; 
· APEC food safety forum and links to business sectors (TFTF, WWTG and ABAC). 
The SCSC Chair also outlined the program for the meeting including reviewing activities in 2007, agreement on strategies for capacity building in WTO TBT and SPS fields, consideration of how to apply QAF, and plan for future activities and finalizing TFAP II.

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Peru asked that Item 4(3) and Item 10 be discussed together.
· Indonesia asked that Item 4(4) and Item 5 be discussed together.
· Australia requested that WWTG Item 4(11) be discussed in the morning of Monday 25 June and Item 4(6) on food safety be discussed in the afternoon of Monday 25 June. Further, it was requested that Item 4(10) be discussed in the morning of Tuesday 26 June.
· United States requested that the TFTF report under Item 4(1) be given in the afternoon of Monday 25 June.
3. Business arrangements

Australia provided information on the arrangements for transport to the official dinner hosted by Australia. 

The APEC Secretariat provided information on APEC developments including the following:

· The SOMII meeting and the Trade Policy Dialogue held in the preceding day, with discussion on: regional economic integration including a free trade area of the Asia Pacific APEC reforms; the transformation of Health Task Force; revised guidelines for lead shepherds; and a revised policy for establishment of new fora.

· An APEC Symposium on Trade Facilitation held by Hongkong in June.

· The Health Ministers Meeting was held in June in Sydney “Building on our investment: a sustainable and multi-sectoral approach to pandemic preparedness and emerging health threats”.

· The APEC Energy Ministers Meeting was held in May 2007 in Darwin. Discussion included energy efficiency, energy security, and more efficient energy technologies.

· The Transport Ministerial Meeting was held in Adelaide in March where the development of a proactive road safety strategies; and transport security across APEC region were discussed.

· The Budget and Management Committee (BMC) was held in March 2007, where Operational Accounts (OA), APEC Support Fund (ASF) and TILF funding proposals were approved. Requirements for QAF and timelines for 2008 projects were discussed.

The SCSC Chair noted that climate change would be a major issue of the leaders meeting in September, and asked that member economies consider this over the course of the meeting.

The SCSC Chair noted that Japan, New Zealand, Peru and United States would provide assistance in finalizing the meeting report.

4. SCSC Work Program for 2007

The SCSC Chair invited reports on the 10 items of the workplan:

(1) 
Trade facilitation
SCSC Chair led the discussion on TFAPII menu. Chile noted limitations in participating in MRAs and it was agreed to modify the current words regarding participation by member economies in some activities such as the EEMRA. Japan noted limitations in making all standards publicly available as per Chile’s proposal because of copyright issues. Chile withdrew their suggestion regarding making standards and technical regulations freely available. APMP noted editorial changes that should be made to reflect correct terminology.

United States reported on the outcomes and recommendations from the joint SCSC TFTF - World Electronics Forum seminar on RoHS held on 24 June 2007. The following recommendations from the discussion were proposed to the SCSC:

· Continue to use TFTF as a forum to facilitate discussion and exchange experiences on product related environmental regulations, like RoHS, exchange ideas on good regulatory practices, with WEF and other interested industries.

· TFTF could provide status report of existing and upcoming RoHS requirements, as well as latest developments in international standards and conformance procedures related to product related environmental regulations during these meetings.

Korea noted the value of the industry input from the TFTF session and suggested that member economies give due consideration to the recommendations. The WEF thanked the SCSC for hosting the joint Trade Facilitation Task Force (TFTF) forum.

Korea suggested that environmental performance also be considered by TFTF. Further, Chile suggested that regulatory impact assessment also be a topic considered by TFTF. The SCSC Chair suggested that the scope of the next TFTF forum be broadened to include discussions about other environmental aspects of products and consider holding the meeting in conjunction with other appropriate meetings in order to attract a broader audience particularly regulators. United States agreed to identify these opportunities.

Viet Nam presented a report on the new approach to SCSC’s CAP in Trade Facilitation in the new phase of implementation (2007-2010); the draft revised format of the SCSC TF CAP; the proposed SCSC TF CAP template and timeframes for its completion. Member economies agreed with the proposal from Viet Nam.

Japan presented a report on the developments within the WTO TBT Committee. Specific trade concerns were noted regarding EU regulations (e.g., REACH, regulations on cables; and deca-BDEs). WTO members exchanged experiences on good regulatory practice; conformity assessment procedures; transparency; technical assistance and special and differential treatment provided to developing economies. The next meeting would be held in July 2007. The 5th Special Meeting on Procedures for Information Exchange will be held in November 2007 and the next GRP workshop is planned to be held in March 2008.
China presented a report on the developments within the WTO SPS Committee. Specific trade concerns were noted with regard to commercial and private standards with some private standards becoming trade barriers with their development lacking transparency. The operation of transparency provisions were discussed and the large volumes of notifications. Pest or disease free areas were discussed and regional solutions proposed. Technical assistance and cooperation underway was reported on, including workshops held and funding from economies to assist avian flu preparedness programs etc. The next meeting would be held in June 2007. 

Peru and the Philippines noted the importance of good agricultural practice standards and expressed concern regarding the development of standards by bodies that do not use principles of openness, transparency and consensus. PASC noted concerns about the development of these standards and will ensure that this issue is included on the Agenda for their next PASC Standing Committee meeting in September. United States noted that regulators for food and food safety are more often engaged in government-government bodies such as CODEX Alimentarius rather the ISO committees. The SCSC Chair suggested that this topic be included on the Agenda for the next meeting of the SCSC in 2008.

Chinese Taipei reported on the outcome of the Market Surveillance Workshop held in May 2007. A survey was undertaken before the workshop that addressed general product safety and market surveillance of regulated products. The workshop was attended by 140 participants from 16 economies and key topics discussed were international forums and cross-border cooperation; products subject to market surveillance; implementation strategies; risk-based market intervention strategies; and pre-market control versus post-market surveillance. It was noted at the workshop that information exchange between member economies was key.

Comments were received from Australia, Chile, New Zealand, Peru and United States who noted that participants from their economies were encouraged by the dialogue and outcomes of the workshop. New Zealand also noted the work that is being undertaken in the APEC EEMRA JAC to develop a hazard alert system that could be expanded to cover other products to benefit market surveillance efforts. It was noted that the exchange of information between regulators was very useful and it was suggested that future workshops could be held in conjunction with the good regulatory practice conference or the EEMRA JAC meeting to attract a larger regulator audience. Chinese Taipei agreed to identify possible options for future workshops and member economies were invited to provide feedback on these. 

(2) Alignment with International Standards and active participation in International Standardization
Japan presented a report on the Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) format and the VAP work program for 2008. Australia acknowledged the work undertaken by Japan and noted that the process was now more rigorous. It was noted that member economies needed to provide information for the VAP by the end of May 2008 and should report on both voluntary and mandatory standards (technical regulation), as of 1 January 2008. Member economies accepted the proposal from Japan for the format of the VAP and the timeframes.

PASC presented a report on increased technical cooperation in IEC/TC 111 and ISO/TC 223. It was noted that PASC members had agreed that they would encourage regional co-operation of technical experts from APEC member economies prior to participating in IEC/TC 111 and ISO/TC 223 meetings. Japan thanked PASC for their report and the leading role they had taken, and requested member economies to liaise with their experts in the identified fields to further strengthen cooperation. Indonesia asked why the pilot project had been limited to two technical committees. PASC noted that PASC members had been asked to suggest further technical committees. The United States asked PASC to undertake a survey on the adoption of international standards addressing environmental matters in the region. This proposal was supported by Korea. It was suggested that other SRBs help with this stocktake. Peru asked about regional co-operation regarding CODEX Standards and it was noted that this would be better discussed when considering food safety issues.

(3) 
Good regulatory practice
Peru informed the meeting of the arrangements for the Peru APEC 2008 meetings under Item 10, where the next GRP Conference will be held.

(4) 
Cooperation on technical infrastructure development

Indonesia reported on the background of the strategic plan on capacity building developed in collaboration with the SRBs. PASC presented the background, objective and summary of content of the strategic plan. It was noted that the plan proposes a series of actions, specific to the standards and conformance infrastructure that can be adopted by the SRBs as means to assist APEC in achieving the Bogor Goals. 

New Zealand thanked the SRBs for their efforts in developing the plan and commended PASC on their efforts to promote regional co-operation and input into international standardization activities and the other SRBs on their efforts to engage with the SCSC, industry and regulators. New Zealand encouraged the SRBs to further interact with each other and regulators, noting in particular the important role of the SRBs in supporting good regulatory practices.

APLAC noted that a regulators forum was held each year in the economy where their annual meeting was held. APLMF noted that interaction with other SRBs was very important and would be seeking their input in upcoming forums. APMP noted that at the workshop held on Saturday 23 February the issue of regulator –regulator dialogue was discussed in detail. PASC noted that at their recent meeting in Columbia a key theme was engagement between standards bodies and regulators. PAC has been taking active steps in engaging with regulators, industry and other SRBs, including their upcoming conference in Singapore.

Peru asked for clarification on the aspects of the plan that were being endorsed at the meeting. The SCSC Chair noted that the strategic plan had been requested by the SCSC and the strategic plan was a response to this and that possible involvement of the SRBs in the assessment, monitoring and evaluation process of projects would be discussed under Item 5. New Zealand noted the importance of SRBs involvement in initiatives of the SCSC such as the EEMRA and the Food Safety Co-operation Forum capacity building activities. 

Chile and Peru noted that they are not members of many of the SRB groups and their concerns for how this may affect their economy if the SRBs continue to undertake projects on behalf of the SCSC. The SCSC Chair and APLAC noted that activities / projects that are requested by the SCSC from the SRBs are open to all APEC economies not just those that are members of the SRBs. APMP noted that the regional SRBs had strong links to regional and international organizations.

Korea expressed concerns that the Annex had significant repetition in the proposed action plan for 2007 – 2012. SRBs noted that this was a general plan that was projected and would change annually as specific capacity building activities were identified closer to the time.

Member economies endorsed the strategic plan for the development of technical infrastructure in support of trade facilitation for and in APEC economies. It was noted that when the SRBs report back to the SCSC each meeting that there would be an opportunity to propose changes to the plan either from SCSC or SRBs.

Indonesia reported on the outcome of the joint SCSC – SRBs workshop held on 23 June 2007. Indonesia thanked the SRBs for the successful half-day workshop and key issues were noted. Next steps identified at the forum were that:

· SRBs participate in APEC ‘QAF’ Forum.

· Consideration of the proposal that SRBs help develop an ‘APEC Guide to establishing and maintaining a quality measurement infrastructure to facilitate trade.

· The Second SCSC-SRB workshop, together with 7th APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance.

Indonesia noted the reports distributed to member economies from APLAC, APLM, APMP, PAC, and PASC for their information. 
(5) 
Food safety

China and Australia reported on the outcome of the first APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum held in April 2007, co-chaired by China and Australia, and the forum’s future works. Seventy participants from 15 member economies participated in the forum that covered two principal themes: recent food safety activities relating to capacity building and information sharing; and an assessment of food safety needs in the APEC region. A statement was agreed at the meeting, referred to as the ‘Hunter Valley Statement 2007’. The Food Safety Forum requested that the SCSC endorse the Food Safety Capacity Building priority areas; endorse the Hunter Valley Statement 2007 and the Strategic Approach for 2007 – 2009 and endorse the forum operating principles including the proposal for the forum to meet in 2009.

Peru and United States thanked Australia and China for holding the forum and noted the appreciation from their representatives who attended the forum. 

APMP thanked Australia for the report but noted that only one part of the standards and conformance infrastructure was addressed in the Hunter Valley Statement and the Food Safety Co-operation Forum was asked to include the other components of the infrastructure. New Zealand noted the importance of regulator – regulator dialogue and suggested that the co-chairs of the Forum could document the experience and lessons learnt from establishing the Forum with a view to developing a model for this type of dialogue, which could be applied to other areas.

Peru asked whether the Forum would co-ordinate regional activities on CODEX Standards. Australia noted that this was not part of the Forum’s current mandate.

Member economies endorsed the proposed priority capacity building areas; endorsed the strategic approach identifying specific capacity building activities and endorsed the forum operating principles with the addition of a further deliverable of developing a model for regulator – regulator dialogue.

(6)
Pathfinder initiatives
EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative

Singapore presented a report on behalf of the JAC Chairperson on the outcome of the 10th JAC meeting held on 23-24 April in Hanoi. It was noted that progress had been made in terms of numbers of participants in the EEMRA. Brunei Darussalam has confirmed that they will participate in Parts 2 and 3. The next meeting is likely to be held in Malaysia in November 2007, followed by a seminar in May 2008. The aim is to further advance the APEC EEMRA. 

Singapore noted to the SCSC that the APEC EEMRA did not duplicate work currently underway such as APLAC MRA or IECEE CB Scheme, instead it uses these schemes and arrangements to underpin and support regulators’ acceptance of conformity assessment results undertaken in member economies.

The SCSC endorsed the work program presented on behalf of the JAC Chair.

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand informed member economies of the revised evaluation report of the APEC Sectoral Food MRA and the proposed two-day workshop on administrative procedures for the APEC Food Sectoral MRA to be held in August 2007. The SCSC requested that Thailand provide more details out of session on the deliverables and timeframes for the Food MRA Pathfinder.

(7) 
Supporting SMEs
The Secretariat informed the meeting of the process of putting an additional web page within the SCSC page that provides links to national and international bodies related to Standards and Conformance. It was noted that it is a stand-alone page and is not yet on the APEC website as it was not yet populated by all economy’s data. It was agreed that this web page could ‘go live’ on the public APEC web page. Chile encouraged member economies to provide the requested information as soon as possible.

(8)
Standards and conformance education

Korea and Japan updated the SCSC on progress in the standards education project and its advisory group meeting held on 23 June 2007. A survey had been distributed prior to the workshop to assess training and education that was currently underway in the region on standards and conformance. Thirty-five people attended the workshop and four recommendations resulted from the workshop:

· The need to understand different needs of various target groups 

· The need to develop a textbook and make teaching methods interesting.

· To understand that training and networking amongst teachers is important.

· The need to utilize already existing resources.

United States thanked Korea and Japan for their work on the standards and conformance education project. Member economies were requested to provide any additional inputs by 15 July 2007.

The SCSC agreed in principle to a further workshop being held in conjunction with SCSC I in 2008.

(9)
Interaction with business
Viet Nam reported on the revised proposal of actions to promote the interaction with business. Six actions were proposed with different economies leading each proposed activity. Member economies endorsed the work plan.

PASC reported on the outcome of the dialogue between ABAC and CEOs of national standards bodies in April 2007. The top three recommendations from the meeting were as follows:

· ABAC to highlight the value that international standards can have in achieving the APEC Bogor goal of free open trade in the region through the reduction of business transaction costs.

· ABAC has identified priority areas such as health, security and food where steps to achieve harmonization/alignment of national standards in the Asia Pacific region with international standards would be undertaken in a reasonable timeframe.

· PASC unanimously agreed to a project on Security and Emergency Management Standards to deliver tangible positive results to business and government.

Mr Michael Crouch and Mr Geoff Brennan, representing ABAC, attended the meeting. Mr Michael Crouch gave a presentation on the importance of alignment of standards to support free trade agreements. Mr Crouch noted a publication by Thomas Friedman ‘The Earth is Flat’ which stated that standards did not inhibit innovation but cleared away a lot of extraneous stuff. Results of a survey on the capacity of standards bodies in the region were discussed and the need to build capacity in various standards bodies in the region was highlighted. The five target areas identified at the meeting were as follows:

· Program of capacity building.

· Program to raise awareness.

· Greater regional collaboration.

· Greater harmonization.

· Identification of key areas (e.g., critical infrastructure and emergency management standards).

Peru thanked the ABAC representatives for their comments and invited ABAC to attend meetings in Peru. The United States noted the importance of co-operation of APEC SCSC and ABAC and noted how this co-operation would help achieve the Bogor Goals. The CTI Chair also noted the importance of the PASC – ABAC collaboration on the APEC SCSC work. 

Member economies endorsed in principle the international security and emergency management standards initiative as a future collective action and PASC is to provide the SCSC with further detail. 

(10)
SCSC work with World Wine Trade Group (WWTG)

WWTG presented a report on its work and it was noted that there are currently no standards for wine makers developed by CODEX or other internationally recognized bodies. The key objective of the group is trade facilitation and outputs from the group are supported by industry. The Mutual Acceptance Agreement (MAA) on Oenological Practices was signed in December 2001 and has four main principles that the WWTG encourage APEC to support. A second major agreement was signed in January 2007 on labeling, ‘Agreement on Requirements for Wine Labeling’.

Canada, Chile, New Zealand and United States supported the presentation from Australia and noted that they are signatories to both the agreements. New Zealand noted that it was a positive initiative from an industry group and encouraged other members to consider the proposal to move forward with harmonized guidelines for wine labels in the region as a good deliverable for both the SCSC and the WWTG. It was noted that the agreements are aligned with European requirements. Japan noted that their economy would need more information about the proposed principles and agreements before they were able to support the proposal. WWTG informed attendees that a working group meeting would be held in September in Japan to provide more information about the agreements.

Australia clarified that they sought discussion by member economies with their industries and look to provide a paper to be endorsed by economies at SCSC I 2008 in Peru. 

Member economies were requested to provide any comments on the proposal to Australia by 10 November 2007.

5. SCSC projects

(1)
Quality Assessment Framework (QAF)

The APEC Secretariat briefed the meeting on the new Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation (AME) Framework. The QAF considers whether the project will contribute to APEC’s mission? The Monitoring Framework asks if the project is on track to achieving its objective and the Evaluation Framework assesses whether the objectives of the project have been achieved?

The SCSC Chair noted that it was necessary to consider a methodology to ensure the smooth transition to this new approach to approving projects. It was noted that a small group of member economies should be formed to assist with assessment of projects before submitting to SCSC. Japan noted that they would be willing to assist on the small group of members assessing projects. Korea expressed concerns that this new approach would be less transparent to all SCSC member economies. The SCSC Chair noted that the ranking of projects would still occur, however the small group would assist in completing the QAF before submitting it to SCSC for ranking.

Peru commented on the possibilities of establishing a small QAF team and noted the difficulties of ensuring that such a process is inclusive and transparent. Philippines noted how a QAF assessment team was formed under the HRDWG. One lead member was assigned with two other member economies and the team worked via email with decisions confirmed via the AIMP website. 

Member economies agreed that the SCSC Chair and Vice Chair, Mario Sandoval, would develop a proposal on how the new QAF system would work within SCSC and this would be circulated for comment and formal endorsement out of session for projects from 2008 onwards.
(2)
Consideration of projects for 2008

SCSC Members noted the final ranking of the 2008 project proposals that will be tabled at the CTI II for consideration.

Peru noted that changes were proposed to the Chemical Metrology project in conjunction with APMP, Chile, Japan, New Zealand and United States. The SCSC Chair noted that if changes in the budget were to be made then the project would need to be withdrawn and resubmitted in 2008.

Philippines noted a potential future project on capacity building for food safety risk communication to enhance capabilities of government officials among APEC developing economies. The SCSC Chair noted that any member economies interested in co-sponsoring this project should communicate this to the Philippines.

United States noted a project underway on biodiesel, led by Thailand, which aimed to establish guidelines for the establishment of standards for biodiesel in the APEC region. 

Chile noted that they were interested in being a co-sponsor on China’s food safety seminar in 2008. China thanked Chile for their interest and asked that in future that any new projects on food safety also be communicated to the food regulators in APEC member economies. China also noted that it was important that APEC member economies adhere to timelines when providing comments on projects. 

6. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the CTI meeting
The SCSC Chair will develop a report for the CTI based on the meeting report.

7. Adoption of the SCSC II summary conclusion 

The SCSC considered and adopted the SCSC Chair’s report of the second SCSC meeting in 2007.

8. Other business

The SCSC Chair welcomed the CTI Chairperson to the meeting and invited the CTI Chairperson to provide an update on CTI matters relevant to SCSC. The CTI Chairperson noted the importance of the proposed technical infrastructure capacity building strategic plan and the work on food safety. The Trade Facilitation Action Plan was discussed and it was noted the increasing importance of establishing measurable performance indicators in the new plan. Further, it was noted that the upcoming Leader’s report would emphasize the importance of regional economic integration and the possibility of a free trade area. 

Peru informed the meeting of the arrangements for the next SCSC and related meetings in February 2008. The key theme for Peru APEC 2008 would be “A new commitment for the Asia Pacific Development”. It was noted that the tentative agenda for Peru APEC 2008 included: regional economic integration; trade and investment liberalization and business facilitation; structural reform of the economies; economic and technical co-operation; human security; energy security and APEC institutional reform. The SCSC I meeting would be held in Lima on 24 – 25 February 2008 (in conjunction with SOM I) and SCSC II in Cusco 1 – 5 September 2008 (rather than being held in conjunction with SOM III). Peru requested that member economies submit, as soon as possible, requests for additional meetings in the margins of SCSC I and II to assist with logistical arrangements. It was noted that likely meetings to be held in conjunction with SCSC I were as follows:

· Standards Education meeting – full day

· TFTF meeting – full day

Japan suggested that documents should be submitted by economies and circulated by the APEC Secretariat at least 14 days prior to the next SCSC meeting. SCSC member economies agreed to this suggestion. 

Member economies thanked the SCSC Chair, Mr John Henry, for his efforts in chairing the SCSC in 2007 and thanked Karen Hitchiner for assisting the Chair at the meeting.

9. Adjournment

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting.

Note that “information only” items were not discussed at the session, but relevant documents were submitted and were officially recorded.

10. Meeting documents 
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