[image: image1.png]&

Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation




__________________________________________________________________________________________
2006/SOM1/SCSC/035rev1
Agenda Item: 4.(1) 
Terms of Reference for SCSC/TFTF (Trade Facilitation Task Force)  
Purpose: Consideration
Submitted by: Korea, United States
	[image: image2.jpg]



	Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance Ha Noi, Viet Nam
  23-24 February 2006



Attachment I

Rev. 23 Feb 2006
Terms of reference for

SCSC/TFTF (Trade Facilitation Task Force)  
Background 
In the APEC Joint Ministerial Declaration in 2004, the APEC ministers expressed reservation about product related environmental regulations in the EU. The APEC/SCSC recognized the need for information sharing in the field of standards and conformance of the issue and formed an information exchange forum in the SCSC I meeting in 2005. In its 2005 SCSC I meeting, SCSC decided to formalize the information exchange forum by creating a “Trade Facilitation Task Force” (TFTF) under the SCSC.
Objectives
Complementing the efforts of the SCSC in pursuing the Bogor Goals and facilitating trade, and trying to enhance the benefits of the WTO TBT Agreement, the TFTF’s objective is to serve as a discussion and cooperation forum for issues that have commercial implications to the APEC members, result of a proposed regulation or current regulations issued by an APEC or non-APEC member, as well as other trade facilitation issues that concern the field of standards and conformance.
Tasks 
1. The TFTF will promote cooperation and information exchange among the APEC member economies about their specific trade concerns in standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment issues.  As a start, the special trade issue arising from the EU directives and regulations relating to product environmental aspects is such a trade concern.
2. The TFTF will therefore serve as a focal point for information exchange and discussion to enhance the understanding among the APEC member economies on the EU directives and regulations including product related environmental regulations in the EU.
3. The TFTF will seek to promote cooperation among the APEC member economies’ representatives in the international standardization activities on product related environmental aspects, for example, IEC/ TC 111 (Environmental Technical Committee) and IEC/ACEA (Advisory Committee on Environmental Aspects).
4. The TFTF will serve as a focal point in addressing the APEC’s concerns over standards and conformance issues relevant to the EU’s product related environmental directives (e.g. EuP, RoHS, WEEE, and ELV), and will work in consultation and coordination with other APEC fora and APEC economies’ representatives to the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT).
5. The TFTF will work in cooperation with the Chemical Dialogue Steering Group in addressing APEC economies’ concerns over standards and conformance issues relevant to the EU’s chemical regulation (“REACH”).
Organization

The TFTF consists of two major pillars: One is the trade aspect and the other is the technical aspect. The trade aspect is to assess the impact, with a view of standards and conformance, of the selected ‘trade issue’ on the trade between APEC member economies and between them and the rest of the world and to assess the implications with respect to compliance with WTO rules. The technical aspect is to collate information about the regulations as well as corresponding standardization activities such as IEC/TC 111 and disseminate them to APEC member economies. The former is chaired by USA and the latter by Korea.
Members of the TFTF are open to the SCSC and other interested delegates from APEC member economies. Experts from private sectors including industries, academia, international or regional bodies and other relevant authorities are also welcome to join TFTF.

The TFTF will report to the SCSC.
Duration of the existence of TFTF
TFTF is established on an ad hoc basis. Since special trade issues with trade facilitation concerns are evolving and will not cease in the near future, the terms of reference of the TFTF as well as necessity of its continuation will be reviewed by the SCSC every two years.
TFTF may set up sub-groups to deal with specific issues where necessary.

2006 Action Plan

1. TFTF seminar on product related environmental regulations as well as corresponding standardization activities will be held in 2006 on the margin of SOM I in Hanoi, Vietnam.
2. A joint workshop between TFTF and CDSG will be planned in 2006 on the margin of SOM III in Vietnam.
3. Continue information exchange using e-mail.
4. Complete the capacity building project co-sponsored by APEC and the Korean government entitled “E-learning on the practical use of the environmental product standards:  ISO 14000 on EL, LCA, Ecodesign, and the product-related environmental regulations” which has been approved by BMC for two years from 2005-2007 and the first year part (2005-2006) is underway.  Consider additional capacity building projects to assist in addressing concerns raised in the TFTF.

5. Develop a calendar of “action events” relevant to the issues under discussion (including, e.g., dates of IEC/TC 111 meetings, meetings of the WTO TBT Committee, other significant dates associated with the development and implementation of the EU product directives).

