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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Background Information 
The Industry Trade Advisory Committee on Energy and Energy Services (ITAC 6) is comprised of energy industry representatives working in oil and natural gas exploration, development, production, and trading; refining; coal mining; electric power generation, transmission, distribution, and trading; biofuels production and trading; and energy services including engineering, fabrication, installation, procurement, research, environmental systems, and project management.  They represent U.S. companies actively exporting billions of dollars worth of U.S. energy products, goods, and services annually.

Members of the ITAC advise the Secretary of Commerce and the United States Trade Representative (USTR) on trade matters pursuant to section 135 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended, and provide detailed policy and technical advice, information, and recommendations regarding trade barriers and negotiations under section 2103 of the Bipartisan Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002, and implementation of existing trade agreements affecting its sector.  They also perform other advisory functions relevant to U.S. trade policy as may be requested by the Secretary and the USTR.  Members have provided advice on the World Trade Organization (WTO) energy services and environmental goods and services negotiations; energy services in the Free Trade Area of the Americas; bilateral investment treaties; regulatory development negotiations; and investment and market access issues in free trade agreements (FTAs) with Australia, Bahrain, Central America, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Morocco, and Singapore and the pending FTAs with Colombia, Panama, Peru, and South Korea.
Eligibility for Membership 
The Department of Commerce and the United States Trade Representative jointly administer the work of sixteen Industry Trade Advisory Committees (ITACs) and a Committee of Chairs through the Industry Trade Advisory Center.  Eligibility to serve as an advisor on ITAC 6 is limited to U.S. citizens representing U.S. manufacturing or service firms in the energy and energy services sectors.  While Committee members are expected to provide advice to the U.S. Government as representatives of their industry sectors, each member must also serve, directly or indirectly, as the representative of a U.S. entity or an association of these entities that trades internationally and is engaged in the manufacture of a product or the provision of a service (including retailing and other distribution services).  Additional information on membership can be found on the Industry Trade Advisory Center’s website at www.export.gov/itac or by contacting:

The Industry Trade Advisory Center

Room 4043

U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, DC  20230

Phone:  (202) 482-3268, fax:  (202) 482-4452

E-mail:  Trade_Advisory_Center@ita.doc.gov

